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Incensed by youth's hot blood, a wanton, I

Assailed the virtue of my neighbours' wives.   (435)

Therefrom deceasing, long I cookedx in hell,

Till, fully ripened, I emerged, and then

Found rebirth in the body of an ape.     (436)

Scarce seven, days I lived before the great

Dog-ape, the monkeys' chief, castrated me.

Such was the fruit of my lasciviousness.     (437)

Therefrom deceasing in the woods of Siiidh,

Reborn the offspring of a one-eyed goat    (438)

And lame; twelve years a gelding, gnawn by worms,

Unfit, I carried children on my back.

Such was the fruit of my lasciviousness.     (439)

Therefrom deceasing, 1 again found birth,

The offspring of a cattle-dealer's cow,

A calf of lac-red hue ; in the twelfth month    (440)

Castrated, yoked, I drew the plough and cart,

Purblind and worried, driven and unfit.

Such was the fruit of itoy lasciviousness.     (441)

Therefrom deceasing, even in the street

I came to birth, child of a household slave,

Neither of woman nor of man my sex.

Such was the fruit of my lasciviousness.     (442)

At thirty years of age I died, and was reborn

A girl, the daughter of a carter, poor

And of ill-fortune, and oppressed with debts

Incurred to usurers.    To pay the sum    (443)

Of interest that ever grew and swelled,

In place of money,2 woeful little me

1 To ripen or be cooked is the usual metaphor for a cause working
out its effect. Xote that * hell' here (nirayd) is really purgatory. No
form of being, for Buddhism, was eternal:

ft I have discussed this passage in 'Early Economic Conditions in
North India1 (J.R.A.S., 1901, 880, n. 1) thus: In the second line.